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ABSTRACT
Scientifi c objective: The study aims at identifying the conceptual framework of science and scientifi c 
knowledge in the communication of the individuals and organizations openly fi ghting the offi cial 
version of scientifi c knowledge — the opponents of preventive vaccinations (the “anti-vaxxers”), 
proponents of the fl at earth theory (the “fl at-earthers”), and the supporters of the alternative version 
of the early history of Poland. Research methods: Based on the previous conceptualisation, the 
content analysis based on the discursive model and the framing analysis tools have been used. 
Results and conclusions: In the analysed material, four main interpretative frames and four model 
communication styles were identifi ed. The conclusions relate to the relatively uniform framing of 
knowledge in the communication of anti-scientifi c groups, regardless of their main purpose. They 
also pertain to the cross-permeating of their argumentation. The phenomenon of banal irrationality 
has also been noticed, i.e. anti-rational and anti-scientifi c attitudes as expressed by the media 
communication users in an unwitting, refl exive, inadvertent or joking manner. Cognitive value: The 
cognitional value results from the diagnostic and prognostic dimensions of the analysis. A specifi c 
instrumental framing of science and knowledge is an indispensable element of the communication 
strategies of proponents of the “alternative science”. Therefore, its analysis should be helpful in 
further research on the mechanisms of the spreading of anti-rationality and irrationality in the 
media. It is important, as the combating anti-rationality in mediated communication is nowadays 
one of the most important social missions of the communication scholar.
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Agnotology (from the Greek agnōsis—“not knowing / without knowledge”) is a term 
coined by a British historian Robert Proctor. It is the study of processes of maintaining 

and strengthening social ignorance and false knowledge (Proctor & Schiebinger, 2008). The 
term “agnotology” (or “agnatology”), coined initially partly as a joke, quickly turned into an 
academic term, as we are currently dealing with the increased dissemination of false information, 
with various forms of legitimisation of anti-rationality and irrationality in public discourse and 
undermining the credibility of the rationally-based scientifi c learning. The paradox of challenging 
the rational paradigm in the knowledge society is linked to the development of interactive media. 
Proctor wrote about this in the rest, noting the importance of false-knowledge publications, 
and pointing to the media as the main culprit of agnosia. This phenomenon is dangerous, as 
diminishing trust in scientifi c learning and the spread of the anti- and irrationality create a space 
for the development of populisms, hinder solving important social problems, and induce people 
to act contrary to their rational interest.

Irrationality in the Media: The Outline of a Research Project
Due to the above, the research on the mechanisms of dissemination of irrational and anti-rational 
information and opinions is necessary. This research project is an attempt to conceptualise and 
categorise the features of irrational communication, with a view to its further, deeper cognition, as 
well as to an actual strive against its spread. The issue is currently the subject of many academic 
studies conducted by anthropologists, social psychologists, sociologists, and cognitive scientists. 
Such analysis needs to be also carried out by communication and media scholars.

While the anti-rational discourse is currently relatively globalised, its manifestations are of 
local nature and the fi ght against it must be put up at the local level and adapted to the cultural 
context and characteristics of various media systems. The research described further on has 
been aimed at description and categorisation of the communicative spins of anti-science as one 
of the basic features of irrational and anti-rational discourse with the particular focus on the 
Polish media. An attempt has been made to investigate the communication of particular Polish 
collectivities that do not hide their hostility towards „offi cial“ scientifi c knowledge or/and openly 
question the forms of the modern rationality. This should help further the research on the anti-
-rationality in the media and provide the tools for its diagnosis. They should be useful also when 
anti-rationality is ambiguous or hidden, or occurs in the communication of less aggressively 
anti-rational media users, in the less obvious places, and the situations not directly related to the 
negotiation of reliance on science.

Rationality, Irrationality, Anti-Rationality, and Scientifi c Knowledge
At the outset of the project, it was necessary to solve the diffi cult issue of the operational 
defi nition of “rationality” and “irrationality”, as the background for the outline of the defi ning 
features of scientifi c and anti-science discourses. The philosophy of science points to many 
types of rationality, refl ecting in particular on theoretical and practical rationality, common-
-sense rationality, scientifi c rationality, the rationality of knowledge and action, etc. (Tałasiewicz, 
1995, pp. 81–92). At the same time, however, epistemology has no universally used and widely 
accepted defi nition of “rationality” itself (Walczak, 2006, pp. 14, 22–23), and the term is the 
subject of dispute both on the meta-theoretical level and while practically applied in public 
discourse. Ideological disputes on this subject often come down to the participants applying 
different defi nitions of “rational thinking” (and behaviour) for their own rhetorical purposes 
and, based on that, accusing their opponents of irrationality. Therefore, for the sake of analysis, 
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the concept of “rationality” has been adopted, as a feature of thinking and action based on inter-
-subjectively verifi able and empirically confi rmed modern scientifi c knowledge. There is also 
a subtle but signifi cant terminological difference between “irrationality”— thinking and action 
not based on rational premises — and “anti-rationality,” i.e. a symbolic or practical resistance, 
protest, strife against the rationally-premised thinking and action. In such terms, the “anti-
rationality” is one of the aspects of broadly understood “irrationality.”

The concept of irrationality in the media has been therefore initially limited. First, an epistemic 
defi nition of rationality has been used under Foley’s defi nition (Foley, 1987) of the primary 
rational epistemic goal as a strive for true beliefs / true knowledge of the world, and avoidance 
of false knowledge and beliefs. Irrational or anti-rational media publications, therefore, would 
be those promoting false knowledge and beliefs and discrediting the true ones - unless the genre 
of the publication is fantasy and fi ction (for example in fantasy series, science-fi ction styled 
photoshoot, or fairy tale). Second, it has been assumed that the method of cognition allowing one 
to come closest to true knowledge and beliefs about the world, is rationally-premised science. 
Granted, it is not ideal and, as Kuhn (1968) rightly points out, its very concept remains a matter 
of the cognitive paradigm, the adopted criteria for the assessment of theoretical concepts, the 
research praxis of academic communities in various historical periods, language, etc. Currently, 
however, it is the best method to allow us to near the truth about the world as knowable by 
senses and through logical inferences. The dispute on the conditions of the legitimacy of 
scientifi c cognition, which swept across philosophy in the 20th century (cf. Walczak, 2006, pp. 
69– 81), as initiated by the infl uential work of Thomas Kuhn and his prominent polemists Imre 
Lakatos (1995) and Paul Feyerabend (1995), did not ultimately lead to the rejection of scientifi c 
paradigm, but instead to the adoption of the contemporary model of science (Tałasiewicz, 1995, 
p. 97). Therefore, we nowadays acknowledge that the scientifi c description of the phenomenon 
is also a portrayal of the state of knowledge of the researcher at a given moment, and it depends 
on the adopted research procedures. Also, all explanations are probabilistic while sometimes it 
is necessary to accept indeterminist stance and non-classical logic. Scepticism does, therefore, 
indicate caution which should be a requisite condition of every scientifi c procedure. It works 
towards compounding the value of science, not its disavowal. Moreover, regardless of doubts 
and accusations, modern science has led to an impressive increase in theoretical knowledge 
and to many positive practical effects. The status of the scientifi c cognition as the unbeatable 
way to obtain valuable knowledge about the world is confi rmed through the history of human 
achievements and practical solutions, regardless of sometimes ambivalent assessment of their 
consequences (Pinker, 2018). It is the best source of knowledge and the pragmatic base of actions 
we have. That is why undermining the discoveries of modern science and replacing them with 
various non-scientifi c forms of knowledge should be considered extremely dangerous.

Direct or indirect disavowal of the validity of modern scientifi c knowledge and/or exhortations 
to thus resulting actions have therefore been admitted as the basic indicator of irrationality in the 
media discourse.

Scientifi c Knowledge: Defi nition and Operationalisation
The assumption that rationality is based on scientifi c knowledge called for the possibly 
simplest defi nition of science that would be both accurate and easily applicable in the research 
process. Meanwhile, the defi nition of “scientifi c knowledge” is itself a matter of dispute among 
philosophers, anthropologists, and social researchers. Besides, socially constructed understanding 
of the term can relate to the particular kind of knowledge, to the activities of a specifi c (scientifi c) 
nature, or a specifi c area of   culture (see Kamiński, 1992, pp. 183–184). This does generate a 
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further, well-known epistemological problem of demarcation, i.e. delimitation between science 
and other publicly circulating forms of knowledge and discourses (like art, religion, law, 
morality). Therefore, the criteria of rationality and scientifi city can be fl uid. They also depend 
on whether applied to the type of knowledge, set of activities, or the collectivity and its culture. 
The relationship between rationality and science has not yet been satisfactorily described. The 
defi nitions of science call for rationality, while the defi nitions of rationality usually require it to 
be based on scientifi c cognition. Epistemology, in short, does not agree as to “which category 
is primary, i.e. whether the way of understanding science determines the way of understanding 
rationality, or on the contrary, the way of understanding rationality determines what should 
be considered scientifi c” (Walczak, 2004, p. 353). However, the necessary interconnection 
between science and modern rationality has allowed for the assumption that anti-science stance 
is an essential component constituting an anti- and irrational attitude. Conversely, irrationality 
contains an element of (more or less adamant) rejection of scientifi c standpoint as the basis 
for a worldview and practical problem solution. The adopted working defi nition of “scientifi c 
rationality” was derived from the classical concept (Walczak, 2006, pp. 123–124); the common 
understanding of science and scientifi c knowledge is based on the classical model. Ultimately, 
therefore, for the analytical purposes, the rational empirical knowledge of the world is meant to 
result from the application of the modern paradigm, thus satisfying the scientifi c requirements of 
truthfulness, justifi ability, rationality, objectivity, inter-subjectivity, methodicalness, orderliness, 
systematicity, repeatability, unidimensionality, reliance on theory, and practicality (ibid. p. 24 
and further pages). It is supposed to lead to the ultimate goal that is fi nding an objective truth 
confi rmed with the means of the available methods based on empirical research accomplished 
and corroborated through the use of the inter-subjectively verifi able methodologies (Kamiński, 
1992, pp. 11–19), in a systematic and repeatable way. Reliabilism, therefore, with all the doubts 
and controversies it brings (Ziemińska, 2001), seems to be a safe, dependable and rational base 
for research and social practice. The modern dimension of this type of knowledge is thus based 
on its origination from socially legitimised researchers and institutions equipped with congruent 
knowledge, know-how, experience, and research tools. It should lead to the solution of human 
problems in a direct manner or long-term and indirectly (with the use of applied and fundamental 
research, respectively).

Para-Scientifi c, Anti-Scientifi c, Rhetorical, and Militant Discourses
While adopting the defi nition of science/scientifi city and conceptualising its relationship with 
rationality, the author of this research was aware of its implied value-laden nature. The author 
is fully aware that “in the philosophy of science and epistemology, the concept of ‘rationality’ 
has become synonymous with all that is cognitively valuable, which is the goal of scientifi c 
aspirations and directs the practice of science” (Walczak, 2004, p. 353). As the mass media 
contain powerful anti-scientifi c and anti-rationalist trends, resistance against the spread of anti-
science and irrationality is an important task of a communication scholar.

So much as the preliminary reading of the source material led to the discovery that the anti-
scientifi c discourse in the media is distributed along particular a kind of continuum, with diverse 
communicative goals, gravity and completeness of arguments, and the emotional intensity 
of rhetoric. Anti-rationalist and anti-scientifi c statements range from the most accidental and 
unselfconscious to the radical, militant anti-science, aimed at changing human attitudes and 
practical social solutions. This discourse is generated by anti-scientifi c groups, but is also 
observable in entertainment, political and religious communication, and even in mediatised 
information, especially when styled as infotainment.
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• Para-scientifi c discourse undermines the value of scientifi c knowledge or promotes false 
knowledge using a scientifi c language and iconography characteristic of scholarly publications, 
and appealing to the opinions of the academically titled experts using scientifi c argumentation 
and terminology. Para-scientifi c materials may point to more or less precisely specifi ed academic 
sources, or sweeping descriptions of «scientifi c research,» «scientifi c breakthroughs,» «results of 
clinical tests» (without describing their whereabouts). The referenced studies may in fact never 
have happened, or have been methodologically fl awed, or falsifi ed by other credible research, 
or manipulated, or rigged, or used in bad faith, or may simply be outdated and obsolete. The 
primary problem with such publications is that the media recipients are usually unable to check 
the reliability of the quoted data, the correctness of its uses, or credibility of the experts (and 
sometimes their very existence). Para-scientifi c irrational texts do not disavow the idea of   science 
itself. Its objective social signifi cance is after all very high, so scientifi c style and iconography 
have considerable persuasive potential.

• On the other hand, the anti-scientifi c discourse does undermine and deny the value of scientifi c 
knowledge as such, or the legitimacy of specifi c scientifi c knowledge in selected fi elds. Science 
may be radically disavowed here, and scientifi c knowledge indicated as unnecessary, harmful, 
dangerous, or sinful. A judgment about its uselessness or harmfulness may be accompanied with 
the preaching of alternative forms of cognition. For example, intuition, religious faith, magic can 
be praised as better forms of cognition, more accurate, credible, or moral than science.

• Rhetorical discourse aims to undermine the value of science, deny the credibility of 
specifi c scientifi c knowledge or promote false knowledge, in order to achieve ideological 
goals —  changing social opinions and attitudes, shaping peoples’ worldviews, promulgating 
particular versions of events or phenomena, leading citizens to the acceptance of their placement 
in social structure and interpersonal relations, or the rebellion against it. It contains evident 
persuasive pressure. Oftentimes, it features direct calls to action (voting, protesting, fi ghting, 
joining collective actions, following the leader). The rhetorical propagation of false knowledge 
or disavowal of science can be instrumentalised for the sake of the public image (of the public 
fi gures or institutions) or political benefi ts. Still, the media can also do it to please their target 
groups and thus increase readership or click-through rate. A distinctive variation of the anti-
rational rhetorical discourse is the mercantile discourse, characterized by strong persuasive 
pressure combined with anti- or para-scientifi c rhetoric, used specifi cally to obtain market 
benefi ts. It is easily observable in advertising, using, for example, the conventionalised images 
of (often non-existent) scientists/experts, and places and practices associated with the academy 
(laboratories, experiments, lectures), or basing its claims on the authority of (real or not) research 
institutions. It would also abuse the vocabulary, iconography (charts, maps, and diagrams), 
and rhetorical and logical mechanisms (hypotheses, proving, reasoning) typical of scholarly 
discourse  This way, it undermines the authority of science, not only by using it to spread false 
or manipulated knowledge but also because it links science to an area of   social communication 
commonly perceived as unreliable.

• The militant discourse aims to deny the value of scientifi c knowledge, undermine the 
credibility of specifi c research or promote false knowledge in order to cause specifi c, practical 
changes in individuals’ behaviour and/or shape social or political solutions, and/or to gain social 
support for ongoing anti-science activities.

Individuals, groups, and openly anti-scientifi c organisations develop their communication 
through these discourses, distinct or interfusing.
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Sampling and Methodology
The main research question of this project was as follows: what kinds of conceptual and 
interpretive framing of science are being used in interactive media communication of individuals 
and groups openly contesting the socially legitimate version of rational scientifi c knowledge?

The research material was selected among the numerous communication channels and tools 
they use. The Polish websites of openly anti-scientifi c purpose and character were chosen for 
analysis. All selected websites belong to anti-scientifi c and anti-rational movements objecting 
to the offi cial scholarly knowledge in the fi elds of medicine, physics, or history. Earlier, to pre-
-determine the characteristics of the material, the internet publications of a larger number of 
related groups have been reviewed. The intention on that early stage was to make sure any of 
them – including anti-science websites focused on a different subject matter – do not contain 
conceptualisations of science clearly different from those used in the studied thematic areas. 
The conclusion of the initial reading pointed to the relative uniformity of the framing of science 
across the wider fi eld of anti-scientifi c communication. 

Three different thematic areas have been selected for analysis.
1/ The internet communication of the anti-vaxxers – the opponents of the medical practice of 

preventive vaccinations, undermining the credibility of medical and biological knowledge. The 
research material has been downloaded from:

– the largest Polish website devoted to this issue – The National Association of Vaccination 
Awareness “STOP NOP” (all quotations from this site are marked with the “NOP” 
identifi er);

– the vaccination section of the “alternative science” aggregator Polski Portal Informacyjny 
Robert Brzoza (Polish Information Portal Robert Brzoza), with comments and discussion 
—the Inne Spojrzenie (Other View) subpage (identifi er: MB);

– the thematic vaccination thread on the Forum Dyskusyjne Płaska Ziemia (Flat Earth 
Discussion Forum (id FPZ). 

As the context and control group, the websites of opponents of a root canal treatment, the 
proponents of the theory of harmfulness of so-called chemtrails, and supporters of alternative 
therapies and diets have been previewed.

2/ The internet communication of the proponents of the fl atness of the Earth theory,  
undermining the discoveries of physics, mathematics, and astronomy. The research material has 
been downloaded from:

– The Flat Earth Forum (Forum Płaskiej Ziemi, id: FPZ);
– Zbawienie.pl (Salvation.pl, id: ZBA) discussion forum;
– the websites related to the Polish Flat Earth Researchers’ Society (Polskie Stowarzyszenie 

Badaczy Płaskiej Ziemi: Flat Earth, New World Order & More (Płaska Ziemia, Nowy 
Porządek Świata & Więcej, id: PZ), and the Polish Flat Earth Researchers’ Society 
(Polskie Stowarzyszenie Badaczy Płaskiej Ziemi, id: SPZ). 

– The interactive media of the creationists and the supporters of the alternative versions of 
archaeology and palaeontology have served as context.

3/ The internet communication of the supporters of theories about the origin of Poles from 
the ancient Lechite tribe and about the historical roots of Poland in Lechia—the so-called Great 
Lechia,  undermining offi cial historical knowledge. Internet media devoted to other “alternative” 
versions of Polish history have been the context of the research. 

– The material has been downloaded from: “alternative science” aggregator Polski Portal 
Informacyjny Robert Brzoza (Polish Information Portal Robert Brzoza) – subpage 
SuperFakty.info/History (id: RB);
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– Słowianie i Ukryta Historia Polski website (The Slavs and Hidden History of Poland, id: 
SLO);

– Niezależne Forum – Cheops. Forum dla WSZYSTKICH! – WIELKA LECHIA, 
HISTORIA I PRZYSZŁOŚĆ!!! (Cheops — Independent Forum. Forum for ALL!, 
subpage GREAT LECHIA, HISTORY, AND FUTURE !!!, id: CH).

120 posts and/or paragraphs have been obtained from each of the abovementioned three thematic 
areas — via snowball sampling process. The registration unit was one paragraph, due to the 
diversity of the topics within one text and uneven distribution of the pertinent topic in the entire 
material. The inclusion in the sample was based on the operationalization calling for the presence 
within the paragraph of explicit references to science, scientifi c knowledge, scientists (including 
those identifi ed by name), or/and cognitive processes and procedures related to modern science 
in the rational sense. The text would, therefore, contain such expressions as scientifi c proof, 
research, inference, theory, experiment, analysis; scientist, researcher, expert, specialist, scholar; 
education, knowledge, university, laboratory, research centre, school; etc.

The sample was collected incrementally, by the draws of 30-paragraph micro-corpuses. They 
were selected from the separately headlined publications on the so-called fi rst screen of the 
elected websites together with their fi rst-level development (therefore those open with the fi rst 
click, but without further nodes enriching material or linking it to other texts). It was assumed 
that the collection of paragraphs would stop at the point of saturation of the samples, i.e. when the 
same arguments are consistently repeated, without the new threads and arguments in view. The 
observable high incidence of exactly the same paragraphs in different places (as anti-scientifi c 
websites and forums often cross-cite one another) was deemed the indicator of the saturation of 
the sample.

Ultimately, 360 paragraphs/posts were subjected to the framing analysis procedures. The 
choice of words, rhetoric, intertextual references, and the location of the analysed utterances in 
the media discourse have been parsed, especially with the defi ning features of para-scientifi c, 
anti-scientifi c, rhetorical, and militant discourses in view. The basic quantitative analysis led 
to the identifi cation of conceptualisations prevailing in the three thematic areas. The framing 
analysis tools were used because “interpretation schemes embedded in the media discourse 
using specifi c words, metaphors, images, and other presentation methods used by various 
social actors” (Franczak, 2014, p. 145) have three functions crucial in the attempts to explain 
the mechanisms of the spread of anti-rational attitudes. First, they are thinking tools — they 
provide comprehensible explanations, convincing metaphors, and emotionally effective ways 
of understanding reality; their analysis thus allows for the insight into the understanding of the 
world of communicating entities. Second, they let their users gain selective control over the 
content of communication by generating the desired interpretations of phenomena and events 
or strengthening their existing interpretations while excluding or invalidating those undesirable 
from the sender’s or broadcaster’s point of view. Third, they help us understand the effectiveness 
of persuasive communication.

Selected texts were also subjected to qualitative microanalysis aimed at the deeper insight 
into the nature of the conceptualisation of knowledge and rationality they contain. The visual 
materials were analysed too, but they will be the object of the separate study. Particularly relevant 
can be the situations when images do not extend or further the meanings of the verbal content 
but rather play the role of the default mode. The rise of the visual culture is one of the important 
factors facilitating anti-rational turn in communication.
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Framing of Modern Scientifi c Knowledge
The analysis confi rmed that the approach to science, scientifi c knowledge, and science-based 
rational activities in the anti-science discourse is expressed through the conceptual frames 
described below. It can be summarised in a few demands/postulates.

I. Do not believe “offi cial” science
The narrative about the worthlessness or harmfulness of scientifi c knowledge is comprised 

of a few repetitive threads.
• The unreliability of rational scientifi c knowledge as such.

(PZ) Real science is about Individuals, it comes from them so that individuals explore reality and 
over time they learn what it actually is, not a set of preconceived ideas or individually bought into 
religious beliefs that want them to be true.1

(SBPZ) What needs to be established at the beginning is that there is only One Objective Reality 
and it is not an idea or concept that can be debated and won or lost by rhetorical means, but can be 
ascertained by Practical Demonstration. Stating something as true but having no practicality for it 
is a Pseudoscience.

The anti-scientifi c discourse rejects science altogether. On the other hand, the para-scientifi c 
discourse apparently tries to fi nd a compromise defi ning the conditions under which scientifi c 
knowledge could be acceptable. An interesting feature of this approach is extreme, naive empiricism. 
The gist does not have to be the unconditional rejection of science as such; rather the visible inability 
to accept that the scientifi c fi ndings may be based on theory, logical reasoning, extrapolation, etc. 
“Do not believe anything that you cannot see with your own eyes, it is best to touch it and try it”, the 
opponents of offi cial science say, mentally reverting to the ancient scientifi c model, assuming that 
“scientifi c justifi cation can only refer to empirical and logical facts (explicitly logical principles), 
physics is to study the world qualitatively and not quantitatively, based on common experience; a 
teleological explanation is allowed, using the concept of ‘intentional cause’” (Tałasiewicz, 1995, 
p. 96) Anti-scientifi city and anti-rationality may also be presented as a matter of personal decision. 
Lack of trust in science would be then a sign of a critical faculty and intellectual independence or 
a conscious exercise of the right to choose (“I have the right to believe what I want, nobody – as in 
other people/state/religious institutions /academia – has right to force me to believe in science or to 
act based on scientifi c knowledge”). 

(FPZ) I can say that the Earth is demonstratively horizontal, and if anyone wants me to remove my 
common sense, my direct experience of my daily life, and ignore it in favour of the absurd idea of   
a fantastic thing, better have something good to offer.

(FPZ) Relax, you have the right to have your beliefs hahahaha ....... I am a researcher-scientist-
seeker, I read life between the lines, I know that history was written by bandits and that they did 
wipe everything that they wanted from the pages of history. 

(FPZ) There used to be no technology like today. Maybe it was, but it was not available to the 
general public and using a few clever tricks we could convince people to buy things such as moon 
landing, planets, stars, space, UFO, dinosaurs ... Because of their greed and desire to earn money, 

1  To make reading easier, spelling, punctuation, and correction errors have been removed from all posts. 
The original capitalization has been retained. All posts are written originally in Polish.  
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they have made the technology available and everyone today records and posts everything on the 
Internet, questions arise, and people begin to wonder.

Personal verifi cation and falsifi cation of scientifi c research results, often using “common 
sense” and “obvious” methods, would be an expression of independence and criticism.

(FPZ) If the Earth is really fl at, why not check it in practice? Choose the furthest outland, organise 
a base there with food and equipment supplies, and set off along the meridian. If the Earth is round 
and there are satellites, using electronics we should easily navigate or fl y around the earth and 
return to the start. If we live on fl at ground, under a dome, sooner or later we will reach it. If it is true 
that the Earth is fl at and the water is confi ned within a thick layer of ice 70m high then it should be 
everywhere and instead of going back to the start, we will reach it. Such evidence would certainly 
take all unbelievers down a peg.

(FPZ) AN EXPERIMENT WE CAN DO. How to PROVE that the Earth is spinning. 1. Take any 
helium-fi lled balloon and attach a string with a loaded end (with suffi cient weight to prevent the 
balloon from fl ying away). 2. Then, place the balloon in the car, note that when the vehicle moves, 
the balloon also moves in the direction of travel. 3. Finally, remove the balloon from the vehicle and 
place it on the ground, notice that the balloon is moving in the direction of travel.

• Alternative forms of knowledge and cognition.
Regardless of the empirical arguments in the anti-scientifi c discourse, there is a strong thread 

of the existence of alternative “real” knowledge and its superiority over scientifi c knowledge.

(CH) (...) the Great Mother is the symbol of the matrix, which is refl ected in the images present in 
all cultures of the world. However, this seemingly innovative knowledge is not really innovative 
at all, because it was taken from an older knowledge called the Vedas. A Veda is “knowledge” 
in Polish. It means true cognition, not dead customs created in kali-yuga—the age of darkness. 
Fossilized beliefs and religions are the protective shields of ignorance.

(FPZ) An old Buddhist map and a lot of evidence show that the Earth is fl at and that there are 
other fl at lands next to our land. (...) Is the Buddhist map reliable for me? Yes! More reliable than 
Gravitational Constant and Einstein’s Theory of Relativity, than all the fi ctional pics and animations 
of space presented by NASA (I will not write about fl ying to the moon and ISS station, because it 
is ridiculous).

(MB) Time for changes in Polish medicine. We have hundreds of examples of curing serious 
illnesses using natural therapies. It is time for doctors to offi cially treat us with the most effective 
methods, not those imposed by the pharmaceutical system.

• The superiority of metaphysical knowledge (faith, epiphanies, holy books, divination and 
prophecy, spiritual knowledge, etc.) over science.
Sometimes it is a matter of abstractly understood spirituality or intuition.

(FPZ) I recommend maintaining intellectual independence and not accepting the truth of every 
word written or spoken by anyone, just remain critical and sceptical and continue to use your 
intuition and insight.

(SLO) We Poles of all times and spaces are one organism with numerous external and internal 
connections. We live in an era of information, in a period of accelerated changes in the sphere of 
self-awareness, New Consciousness, and knowledge. Let’s not waste time cultivating what is no 
longer scientifi c truth. (SLO)
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More often, however, trust in science will be recognized as contrary to tradition, religion, and 
religiously grounded morality.

(MB) No wonder millions of people got cancer from the poliovirus—these vaccines are nothing 
more than experimental animal blood mixtures, genetically modifi ed viruses, blood from abortion, 
and metal toxins that cause central nervous system disorders and autoimmune disorders. Although 
the Mosaic Law does not apply to us, the ban on eating blood has been explained in detail (...). It 
follows that no man should consume animal or human blood.

Such interpretations can be constructed in a nostalgic vein (it used to be better, once there 
were no “problems,” one should respect tradition, do not change too much, our ancestors knew 
the truth, the community knows best); fatalistic one (science does not matter because the doom 
awaits us anyway; the development of science is a sign of the coming extinction; God wants it; 
end of the world is near; we all will die), or optimistically (science does not matter because God 
cares for us, the truth will win through no matter what, nothing bad will happen if we only trust 
God and not science).

(ZBA) Who took this picture? We do not have a single photograph of the Earth from space! Let’s 
look at it from a fl at Earth perspective. It looks approximately like this fi gure and is a sealed closed 
system. We feel better immediately and the question arises immediately. Who created this closed 
system and why he closed it? The answer is simple—God, and we have a lot of information about 
this in the Bible.

• Common sense and common knowledge instead of science.
An important thread is also the supremacy of common knowledge and the so-called common 

sense over scientifi c knowledge.

(MB) Please note the end of this article: “Only last year over 20,000 people in the old continent 
fell ill with it, and several dozen have died …” Because several dozen people have died in Europe, 
politicians forced vaccination? They force us to be vaccinated under the threat of fi nancial penalties 
... because several dozen people have died? In a moment they will introduce specifi c hours of 
leaving home, because war may break out ...? In a moment they will ban the use of the Internet 
because someone can break into our computer ...? It doesn’t make sense ...

Appealing to common sense in a seemingly logical way is associated with the naive 
empiricism described above.

(FPZ) Heliocentric theory, despite direct observation, experimental evidence, and common sense, 
maintains that the spherical Earth rotates around its own axis at a speed of 1,000 miles (1,609 km) 
per hour (...), though no one in history has ever felt anything! We can feel the slightest breeze on a 
summer day, but never air movement due to this incredible rush! (...) Why do we feel the slightest 
westerly breeze, and do not feel the incredible movement at 1,000 miles (1,609 km) per hour to the 
east ?!

This thread seems particularly dangerous, as an appeal to common sense is, in fact, a 
particular form of rationality (Tałasiewicz, 1995, p. 83), while “common opinions devoid of 
objective justifi cation and shaped by tradition, habits, prejudice or common consent” (Życiński, 
2000, p. 200) are often based on reasoning bearing superfi cial similarity to empiricist scientifi c 
cognition. Moreover, in the information society, the divide between qualifi ed science and 
common knowledge has a component of class confl ict. Access to knowledge and education is 
one of the correlates of social privilege. On the other hand, a common knowledge, stereotypically 
associated with life experience and constructed/confi rmed through interpersonal communication, 
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has a bottom-up, democratic character. Its repudiation would be then interpreted as a symptom 
of class contempt and elitism while invoking it – the manifestation of democratic attitude and 
understanding for an “ordinary man.”

Naïve empiricism notwithstanding, the truth is to be established in a claim-based manner:

(FPZ) We only do what makes sense. We say that the theory of a moving Earth does not make 
sense. The theory of immovable Earth makes sense, and yet they ridicule us. One has to imagine 
the opposite situation to see how ridiculous it is.

(SLO) To start with, this knowledge does not have to be at the university level, basic information 
is enough, albeit in many fi elds.

or in a social manner, based on a broad consensus:

(RB) Mass erasure of Polish history did not take place until the partitions. Until then, every Pole 
knew that he was Lechita, Sarmatian, a descendant of the gods or the Lord (to this day we refer 
to ourselves as Sir and Lady, and the group of Poles we call państwo (y’ all gentile ladies and 
gentlemen) and all Polish chronicles confi rm this. And in fact, not just Polish, but also Western 
ones.

(ZBA) If heliocentrism and earth sphere were an indisputable fact, we would have several TV 
shows in which we would see rotating Earth live directly from the Hubble telescope! We would see 
huge close-ups and we would see vehicle traffi c or planes taking off at the airport. We could wave 
our arms and Hubble would register it. In one day any speculation about fl at land would cease and 
the initiators of this idea would blush with shame.

Availability heuristics are also used (Tversky & Kahnemann, 1973) based on the superiority 
of the experience-based anecdotal knowledge over science,

(NOP) Another child with measles. She was not infected by an unvaccinated person but by the 
vaccine she had been given. Her mother rented a laboratory to confi rm that the measles virus her 
child had been infected with was a post-vaccination virus ...

(ZBA) How to check if these satellites are in orbit? Take good binoculars or telescope and watch 
the moon. We should see at least 500 satellites against the background of it during 12 minutes 
of observation. Those that are closer to the ground—not all of them are thousands of kilometres 
distant, should be visible even in ordinary binoculars. Google searches give us only and rarely 
pictures of the moon from the ISS on its background, which is a joke made by someone for fun. 
I did not fi nd a picture of any satellite against the moon. And there should be hundreds of them! If 
satellites existed, we would have thousands of evidence in the form of pictures of satellites against 
the background of the moon or the setting sun.

and sometimes just on proverbs, superstitions, legends and fairy tales, even literary fi ction.

(RB) You do not have to look far for an analogy. Everyone who watched “Game of Thrones” knows 
about “barbarians behind the wall,” and for Greece and Rome we were just such barbarians, and the 
Danube and Elbe / Rhine were such a wall.

Interestingly, disavowing science and scientifi c methods is combined with assurances about 
the scientifi c confi rmation of the promoted anti-scientifi c concepts. The authors either realise 
that complete undermining of the scientifi c paradigm as such will go towards diminishing of the 
persuasive value of their statements, or they have internalised the legitimacy of science so much 
that they are unable to shed it. Despite the negative attitude towards modern science, they use it 
to authenticate their own goals
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(NOP) Could vaccines cause measles “epidemic”? Scientifi c evidence
(RB) The old name of Poland is Lechia !!! There is strong evidence, scientists confi rm this.

II. Do not believe certain academic theories and the results of selected scientifi c research 
Here also, several threads are constantly repeated.

• a/ Worthlessness, lack of credibility of selected scientifi c theories.

(FPZ) Quantum Theory is the study of atoms and subatoms. Science Fiction sold at the University 
level as Theoretical Physics. Einstein’s work is also known for its infl uence on the philosophy of 
science. The philosophy of science sets the foundations, methods, and consequences of science; 
by defi ning what qualifi es as science, scientifi c theories, and the ultimate goal of science. In other 
words, the philosophy of science allows Science Fiction to enter the education system under the 
guise of THEORY.

(SPZ) The heliocentric sphere model is a concept. It exists only in the minds of thinkers with 
abstract illusions.

• b/ Inability to achieve unambiguous results of scientifi c research and empirical confi rmation 
of the theory.

(ZBA) Today’s calculations of the Earth’s radius are treated and calculated in an identical way, 
assuming completely groundlessly that the Earth is a sphere. That is why it is wrong because we 
do not have a single proof of its sphericity. We also do not have a single reliable photo from the 
Earth’s space as a sphere, and the reasons are obvious. Travelling into space is impossible for many 
reasons.

• c/ Incorrect interpretation of scientifi c fi ndings by the scholarly community and decision-
-makers. 

(SLO) The state organism of the European Slavs sometimes called the Great Lechia, or the Lechit 
Empire is diffi cult for our scientists to see because they are looking for something other than what 
Lechia was. They understand neither the economy, nor politics, nor the military, nor the psychology 
and sociology of the Nations and Peoples of the Lechite Empire. The problem is even deeper 
because they often do not even understand the history of Poland.

(NOP) In Ukraine, the incidence has increased with the mass vaccination campaign.

• d/ Intentional forgery, concealing real fi ndings because of ill will or conspiracy.

(NOP) The NOP survey results — 2000 cases and 20 deaths omitted from government statistics.

(SLO) Over the past 300 years, world and Polish science, under the infl uence of the prevailing 
“scientifi c” German and Western propaganda, have consciously changed the picture of the Slavic 
world, especially of the Poles.

(ZBA) What is the purpose of such mega lies? What is being hidden from us? Why are the Earth, the 
sphere, and the heliocentric system so important to the authorities that they force us to believe in this 
pack of lies and crap? It becomes obvious that with these deceitful governments, including the United 
Nations, effectively control the population of the whole world. (...) They lie in schools, in the media, 
from pastoral desks or church pulpits, and always those who control us with lies are the liars. 

III. Do not believe scientists
Probably taking into account the persuasive potential of a scientist fi gure, the authors of anti-

-scientifi c statements often use the authority of scientists — fi ctitious or real.



510

Małgorzata Lisowska-Magdziarz • Irrationalism in the Mediatised Knowledge Society...

Studia Medioznawcze 2020, Vol. 21, No. 2 (81), pp. 498–519 https://mediastudies.eu

(NOP) Expert A, a world-renowned pediatric neurologist, was asked under oath: “Do reputable 
doctors in your industry agree that vaccines cause a type of infl ammatory reaction that can lead to 
regressive autism?” He replied, “Yes.”

(MB) After the study of the medical literature on vaccinations, Dr Viera Scheibner stated that ...; 
In December 1994, at Medical Post, Dr Guylaine Lanctot, the author of the best-selling Medical 
Mafi a, said ...; Dr Boyd Haley, chairman of the Department of Chemistry at the University of 
Kentucky, one of the leading experts on mercury poisoning said ...; German research said ...

(FPZ) What is more amusing is the fact that even a man like Steven Hawking and a few intellectually 
honest physicists and cosmologists who, having read what we are writing here, would be able to 
understand, they know that what we are writing is completely true.

In general, however, the image of the scientist is defi nitely evil. Here, several motives return 
as well.
• Ineptitude and ignorance of scientists and educators.

(CH) Historians must be mistaken, our history is well known, they just cannot read it from 
thousands of different quantum particles of information and whole parts of texts that came to us 
from antiquity, information not only about our history, but about civilization equally developed as 
Greek or Roman.

• The ambiguous moral and ethical status of scientists, especially corruption:

(MB) The pharmaceutical industry has unimaginably large amounts of money, to control research, 
impose their standards on organizations such as: WHO or SANITARY-EPIDEMIOLOGICAL 
STATION, corrupt doctors, politicians, pay for media spots, news, etc.

(SLO) They were, and unfortunately still are, anti-Polish historians, archaeologists, publicists, and 
propagandists infl uenced by foreign centres specialized in spreading anti-Polish propaganda.

• cowardice and conformism:

(MB) (...) medicine is a fi eld that requires compliance, where there is little tolerance to views 
contrary to the status quo. Doctors cannot warn you about what they do not know and with little 
time for further education after starting the apprenticeship, they are in a way held captured by 
the system that discourages them from seeking independent information and creating their own 
opinions.

• and cynicism and immorality:

(ZBA) The theory of relativity is also false and therefore does not support gravity. Tesla had 660 
patents, and the plagiarist Einstein had ... zero, i.e. he was a scientifi c cheater and zero.

(MB) A vaccine tested on ... children. (...) In the second stage, the vaccine will be tested on ... children 
and its purpose is to test both the safety of the vaccine and its effectiveness against enteroviruses.

(RB) What German professors say (Brückner, Godłowski, and others) is unfortunately infused with 
this type of dogma and one-sidedness. We cannot rely on the professors’ judgments—neither from 
the West nor from the East.

(ZBA) What are the liars’ reasons for lying in this area? Identical to the reasons for raising the 
hypothesis of the pra-explosion i.e. magical dot theory, the evolution theory, relativity theory, and 
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heliocentric theory. There are two goals. The fi rst is to kill in your mind the possibility that God 
exists. The second goal is to destroy mankind.

• A conspiracy of the scientifi c community or the plot of academics/politicians deliberately 
concealing the truth.

(MB) If fl u vaccines were safe, guaranteed health, wouldn’t doctors themselves take advantage of 
such a boon?

(RB) The problem is that this knowledge is too fl attering for Poles and degrades the Germans. The 
chronicles of Bishop Kadłubek, Dzierzba, Długosz, Ruthenian chronicler Nestor, and others speak 
about it. Their credibility is questioned, just like one of the German concentration camps (or fascist, 
eventually) by pushing into history that they were Polish.

(ZBA) The fact is that the spherical Earth is not defended by any scientist, no professor of astronomy, 
no scientifi c body, no serious scientifi c forum, and the mass media are generally silent in hope that 
the subject will eventually get boring and become obsolete. Suspects behave exactly like suspects.

• The elitism of the scientifi c community and the lack of interest of scientists in the needs and 
well-being of an “ordinary man.”

(MB) “The percentage of vaccinated health care workers is around 6%. I fi nd it scandalous,” says 
Professor Lidia Brydak in 2014. Is only 6.4% of health workers vaccinated against fl u? So doctors, 
nurses, technicians, and other employees do not want to be vaccinated! Why, since even the Health 
Minister publicly injected himself with the vaccine? That is a pretty kettle of fi sh, as the professor 
says. If even doctors do not want to be vaccinated, why is there such a campaign against parents?

IV. One should not believe scientifi c and educational institutions
• Institutional corruption.

Mistrust of the scholarly institutions is based on the conjecture about the corruption, 
ineffi ciency, and cynicism of research bodies. Colleges and schools are most often perceived as 
collaborating with politicians, the media, the church, and big corporations. The lack of confi dence 
in the institutionalised science is thus the part of the general media narrative about the erosion of 
trust towards the institutions of a modern state.

(FPZ) On the other hand, the offi cial claims of science regarding the world we live in are largely a 
fantasy promoted by the media and sold through universities under the guise of Academic (Fake) 
Teaching.

(RB) I hope that everyone knows now where the “History” came from in Polish schools. I invite 
you to Polish chronicles and dictionaries.

(FPZ) at school, they taught us that it is truth, and so we crammed blindly to get good grades.

• Alternative institutions are needed.
This results in the need to build a “new” scientifi c community.

(RB) We need to hew out the generation of our own professors uncontaminated by the dogmas of 
Marxist materialism and Christian-centrism, as well as with eastern and not a western worldview. 
It’s very diffi cult, but I hope it’s doable.

(SLO) Until interdisciplinary research, scientifi c, and educational institutions are established, i.e. 
the Slavic and Polish Universities, we Poles who want to know the past of our Nation are forced 
to work individually from scratch. Fortunately, the basic work is already been accomplished by 
few very competent researchers who are well-known authority fi gures in the academic community, 
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together with a wider group of afi cionados supporting them. And I should actually write “a few 
researchers and she-researchers” because ladies are also active.

• The need for practical action.
The need for radical action is also emphasised; therefore, the militant discourse is launched.

(MB) When people fi nd out that a father, mother, wife, husband, a child died only by the vaccine or 
other deadly drug from pharmaceutical companies, they will stick at nothing to uncover the truth. 
No nutty prof will stand in their way.

(MB) Please note the parents’ rage. When they take your house, money, when your child dies or is 
handicapped just because doctors and politicians would not stop the corruption process, you have 
nothing to lose. You fi ght, you tell the truth, you are not afraid of consequences, intimidation. You 
don’t care about the smart faces of medical professors who defend pharmaceutical companies with 
no empathy. You stultify them with arguments, with independent research.

(NOP) I strongly recommend that families with autism not to stay at home. You need to form 
groups and act as a greater force. Infl uence doctors, scientists, and politicians. This must change 
eventually.

(NOP) We warn you that from July 1, 2019, we will collect and analyse all traditional media and 
online materials where we have been falsely called anti-vaxxers in order to possibly sue the author.

Calls to act-out, to create ones’ own scientifi c community and to personally verify fi ndings 
boil down to a vision of the alternative knowledge circulation structure. The real knowledge (and 
not the offi cial academic one) is to be created by real scientists (and not corrupt or incompetent 
ones) who create genuine institutions serving the right science (not current corrupt schools and 
universities). In the absence of alternative institutions, and with a small number of alternative 
researchers, there is the call for a kind of grassroots movement consociating the critical, 
committed amateur scientists who would be involved in the production and dissemination of 
real knowledge. Hence, among other things, a lot of advice on how to independently conduct 
“scientifi c” experiments, individuals’ personal narratives about “research” carried out, calls to 
read the “right” sources and to maintain an attitude of healthy criticism.

(FPZ) They give us these fake people on the fi rst front so that we do not get to the real people who 
are a real grassroots movement, but rather to those stand-ins, whom I call the guardians of the gate, 
as in they lead us only where we are able to go, and fi nally, they guide us to the dead alley.

Paradoxically, this proves to be an ambiguous outcome of the participatory culture ethos 
and collective intelligence processes developed over the recent decades as the co-relates of the 
development of interactive media.
• The destructive role of the mass media.

Concurrently, the destructive role of the deceitful media that would delude people by 
imposing scientifi c knowledge on them and disavowing other forms of acquisition of knowledge 
(the anti-scientifi c discourse) or promoting unproven, corrupt, manipulated research fi ndings 
while disavowing alternative science (para-scientifi c version).

(MB) (...) the creator of this vaccine, Dr Diana Harper, a professor at the University of Missouri—
Kansas City School of Medicine, admitted that she had never studied the relationship of the vaccine 
to cervical cancer and this is just press bullshit.

(FPZ) I will say that ... Everyone, but everyone without exception who has been in the Media for a 
long time, does mess with our heads.
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(SLO) This state of affairs is altered recently by the anti-Polish, foreign-capital-but- Polish-language 
propaganda that with the means of such mouthpiece media as GW, Newsweek, Radio TOK FM etc., 
makes us believe that we have a choice between PO and PIS parties only. And they antagonise us 
more and more. They also tell us that the First Polish Republic was evil and that Great Lechia did 
not exist at all.

(FPZ) For over 500 years, with all methods, from books, newspapers, and television, to the 
computer-generated pictures, an inter-generational plot has managed to hoick up the unmoving 
Earth in the minds of the masses, shape it into a ball, set it in a circular motion, and throw it around 
the Sun! (...) The cunningly convincing illusion thus created led the world population to believe a 
harmful myth.

Style, Rhetoric, Imagery of Anti-Scientifi c Statements
The analysis of the language of the entire material leads to the identifi cation of four distinct 
communication styles within it. Each of them might be used to construct each of the interpretative 
frameworks of science described above.

Quasi-scientifi c style of communication uses surface structural features and vocabulary of 
the academic style. 

(NOP) The mass spectrometry method was used to analyse this sample for testing impurities in 
complex matrices.

(RB) I will add something from my fi eld, which is linguistics. Did you know that in Poland people 
spoke Proto-Indo-European language (in other words, Proto-Slavic)?

(RB) Not only that, but it also turned out that Poles, Lechites, and Vandals have been living in their 
land for over 10,000 years and have a different sub-haplogroup than the rest of the Slavs - Y-DNA 
R1a1a7.

Scientifi c terminology is used here, and in the accompanying visual material the iconography 
and structural conventions are used,  that are representative for the academic and educational 
communication (maps, charts, archives). The narrative formulas used may be categorial or 
analytical (cf. Bordwell & Thompson 2010, pp. 84-126, 388-442). Vocabulary and iconography 
represent a hierarchical model of knowledge fl ow. They relate to the power and competence of 
scientists and educational institutions. They link knowledge with higher social status, authority, 
experience, and tradition. Paradoxically, this style is used both to discredit science and to 
rhetorically call for the change of the mindsets and re-construction of society.

Populist style is distinguished by colloquiality and emotionality of the language. It is highly 
inclusive. It contains verbal and visual references to the community, cooperation, unity, and 
common struggle. The selection of topics highlights emotional aspects of the represented 
problems and phenomena, sensations and scandals, or conspiracy and mystery. 

(ZBA) Dear reader—fl at Earth is not a waste of time. You do not have to study anything and fi ght 
anyone. Check one factor personally and if that excludes heliocentrism, you have found the only 
logical answer. Heliocentrism is a lie! The problem is that if the Earth is fl at, then ALL authorities 
are our enemy and should be dissolved because these liars seek our physical destruction.

In extreme cases, the style is typical for sensation and tabloid media (Mrozowski, 2001, p. 232).

(NOP) We will talk about what vaccines really contain. As Jaro says, we will take pants off of Polish 
“experts” if they have the guts to come and confront their fake wisdom with the real Evidence-
-Based Medicine ... - MP Paweł Skutecki invites you to a meeting on his Facebook page.
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(MB) Millions of children participate in a fat, gargantuan experiment and no honest or organised 
efforts are made by the medical community to track negative side effects or determine long-term 
consequences ...

Language and iconography often relate to everyday life or use conventionalised practices 
typical for media representations of privacy, emotions, relationships etc. The anecdotes are 
recalled and peoples’ personal stories and memories.  There are intertextual references to literary 
texts, fi lms, entertainment.

(SLO) And fi nally, a bit anecdotally, I will give a description of the behaviour of Poles as described 
by Andrzej Sapkowski. Sapkowski did not write about Poles favourably and as if he was ashamed 
of them, but ... But he had to admit something and the point is that Community and Harmony 
are in our blood. (...) And this is the value that other nations can envy us and which even such an 
anti-Polish writer as Sapkowski had to notice (...) as a keen observer of reality he wrote the truth, 
and this truth is the fact that strive for discussion and Consent is in our Blood. That our sense of 
community is stronger than differences of opinion, which are not really that bad and can lead to new 
solutions. In other countries, it looks completely different.

The rhetoric is hyperbolic.

(MB) Unfortunately, but people who should guard human health have defi led the Hippocratic oath. 
They have completely surrendered to medical companies that are spreading disease and death.

(MB) Why Lechia? This is not about the intellectual game, but about the survival of our nation.

(MB) (It is) STOP-NOP (National Association for the Vaccine Awareness) where an information 
campaign is conducted aimed at cracking down on poisoning our children under the guise of 
allegedly increasing their safety. (MB)

The imagery and narratives (usually in a fi ctional or argumentative formula) (cf. Bordwell 
& Thompson 2010, pp. 84-126, 388-442) are constructed based on pronounced nature-science, 
private-public, elite-plebeian binary oppositions. The direct address is used, as the direct and 
indirect rhetorical calls to action.

(FPZ) When you already know that everything you were told as a child, what you were fed from the 
media, when you already know it was wrong and you already know the real evidence that is your all 
senses which all the time told you the truth, then it is how you will come back to it, you will regain 
your power, your ability to know that the water does not bend, that you do not spin, that the horizon 
is always fl at and rises to the level of your eyes, when you already know that it all, you cannot fall 
into that belief system trap again.

(SLO) Please, raise this topic wherever you can because it is crucial for our survival!

(MB) If the medicine professors will keep lying like that, it will soon be a shame to have a professor’s 
title. They will stop smiling foolishly during television debates, but will eventually start speaking 
and defending the truth. If they don’t, society will lynch them. It is a matter of time… 

National-patriotic style is easy to recognise because of the evident use of nationalist rhetoric 
and iconography, referencing patriotism, national pride, and the future of the nation.

(SLO) It is about proving the genetic continuity of Our Nation. In light of the latest developments 
in exact sciences such as genetics and physical anthropology, and more recently archaeology, 
providing such evidence seems fairly straightforward.
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(SLO) Now you probably see the connection between saving our nation’s biological substance and 
our country’s natural resources, and the need to prove our indigenousness and to put in order the 
proofs of the existence of the Great Lechia, a witness to our great Slavic past.

(NOP) In this project, we can see the desire to create nothing less than just health police. And we 
oppose this based on the traditional concept of freedom, Polish freedom. Thank God, people such 
as the authors of this project do not defi ne the framework of our lives yet. 

The vocabulary and iconography the references are made to national symbolism, national 
history, national pride, nostalgia, tradition, and the communion with past generations ...

(RB) Is Lechia the real name of Poland? Until this matter is thoroughly investigated by historians, 
we can in no way refute this thesis. There are clues, there is some evidence, now we only need 
documented proofs so that nobody dares to undermine our roots. 

... and also to a common enemy (most often Germans, Jews, sometimes the freemasons or 
corporations).

(RB) Based on this research of Western scientists, it turned out that Poland has over 10,700 years 
of existence in the regions of Vistula, Zbrucz, and Dźwina rivers. They often talk about Poles in a 
bad tone, in bad taste. However, history shows our courage and willingness to help others. These 
are amazing, noble qualities shown in very diffi cult predicaments when death is around the corner. 

(NOP) Pharmaceutical Jugendamt? Another reason to oppose the government’s policy and take part 
in the protest the 3rd of June!

(SLO) May our archaeologists approach these fi ndings honestly and without racial prejudices like 
“Slavs and Poles have always been inferior to Germans and other nations.”

Occasionally, this style takes ceremonial forms. Storytelling formulas are used to narrate 
stories of conspiracies and secrets. As experts, the historical fi gures are used. Also, the social 
scientists and the celebrities associated popularly with the patriotic discourse in the media 
(regardless of their real competencies). The scientists disagreeing with the “national” narrative 
are, on the other hand, discredited.

(SLO) This is very important because some Polish historians ridicule the idea of   the Lechit Empire 
by interpreting this proto-state organism in accord with the imperial patterns imposed by the 
narrative of the slave-dealing and criminal Roman empire. And, unfortunately, the Roman, German, 
Great Britain, US narratives, as the narratives of other bloodthirsty and profi t-seeking nations are in 
our global civilisation on so-called “top.”

(NOP) The parliamentary club of the Confederation Party will by no means support the next 
totalitarianist project that is being pimped to the Chamber, and pimped most pathetically, because 
in the propaganda packaging that actually serves to antagonise Poles and to stigmatise a particular 
group of people who are still trying to keep their common sense and preserve freedom in a world 
where totalitarianism prevails and progresses.

(CH) In fact, today you will be able to recognise who has Polish genes in their mind and who is 
guano just dropped here. This gauge is the attitude towards the First Polish Republic!

The binary oppositions: freedom-oppression, familiarity-strangeness, security-danger, 
patriotism-betrayal are often used.

(NOP) Let‘s learn from mistakes—the Warsaw Ghetto was created under the pretext of an 
epidemiological threat.
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(NOP) Ladies and gentlemen, would everything in the Commonwealth not conspire against freedom 
and national traditions, we would have peaceful minds. But this service, commonly called sanitary-
-epidemiology station, is already displaying totalitarianist designs against us.

(RB) It would be ideal if historians would have investigated the origins of our country. It is even 
strange that nobody so far would publicly announce such studies. For them to reach wider society, 
it needs to be done by a world-famous historian. There are no such people on our side of the 
barricade.

Religious and metaphysical style is characterized by the use of religious vocabulary, 
iconography, and symbolism, as well as the verbal and visual references to eschatological 
values. Binary opposition faith-knowledge is used here. There fatalistic references to God’s 
will/punishment /protection abound. The ceremonial style is sometimes interwoven with the 
imitations of biblical discourse, in startling co-occurrence with colloquialisms.

(ZBA) The fl at Earth shatters the credibility of Satan, his authorities, and satanic media as well as 
the highest-level scientists.

(ZBA) What is extremely interesting, Gnosticism has absolutely no evidence of its dogmas, and it 
is the Earth sphere that is the only pseudo-evidence of a huge Universe where allegedly the gods 
imagined by Satanists would exist. The fl at Earth is, therefore, the crowning proof of all the satanic 
forgery that Satan and his fallen angels served us.

(FPZ) It is a key topic of our being, and the matter is simple, because the matrix system in which 
we vegetate has its laws, norms, religions, desires, dreams, and beliefs, and all worker ants must 
be harnessed to pull this cart with the queen and its elite, our matrix-sims-game is a prison, so 
we would allegedly be obligated to put our hope on the elite of this system for the escape to the 
Grand Universe, the conquering of the orbit, space, planets, the fairy tales, animations, fi ctitious 
educational food from the cradle, there are no intelligent creators, we are the big bang’s scrubs 
in the shithole of the abyss where only ELITES have a way to break free. And the truth is quite 
different, the world is constructed on a different foundation, we are the navel of the universe, the 
apple of our constructors’ eye, although their morale shows that we are mice for them in their 
laboratory and they have pathological premises, but they care and water these fl owers.

Ironic Anti-Science
In addition to these four stylistic models, the disturbing phenomenon is the presence in the 
media of the para- and anti-scientifi c ironic style, characterized by ambiguity, the use of irony, 
humour, shock or surprise. The authors of the ironic texts resort to the stylistic and aesthetic 
excess or manipulate the context and non-textual hints to signal the ambiguous nature of the 
presented anti-scientifi c content. This style is often used in the texts that in fact fi ght against the 
anti-scientifi c discourse or ridicule it, or are meant to be harmless fun. It is dangerous because, 
in a situation of the over-abundance of content, its rapid circulation, and inattention or ignorance 
of the users, the ironic parodies of anti-science can be included by the anti-scientifi c groups in 
their communication. They then start circulating as the legitimate content among them, feeding 
the anti-scientifi c discourse.

Banal Irrationality
The analysis of the conceptual framework of science and anti-science had the additional 
advantage of sensifying this researcher to the issue of irrationality in media discourses in general. 
In particular, to the situations when the journalists, politicians, marketers, clergy, teachers, and 
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celebrities express the anti-rational beliefs and attitudes casually, incidentally, unknowingly, 
on the fl y. It happens by accident, but it can also be a spontaneous, unconscious expression 
of irrationality as a general life attitude. Such manifestations of irrationality may result from 
the allegiance to tradition, but they can also, as an expression of confi dence in the common 
knowledge of so-called ordinary man, serve to make contact with the voters, customers, recipients 
of media. The mechanisms of media visibility support and legitimize the expression of this type 
of irrationality. As a result, at the preparatory stage of the research project, two more types of 
irrationality were identifi ed in media discourses and statements of public fi gures—regardless of 
their subject matter and nature.

Casual irrationality is a feature of the texts and statements inconsistent with scientifi c 
knowledge, spreading false knowledge or irrational assumptions about the functioning of reality. 
It can happen in the form of undermining rationality and value of science through proverbs, 
jokes, anecdotes, so-called folk wisdom. Granted, sometimes it is simply part of colloquial 
phraseology. However, when an eminent politician announces that he/she has won the election 
“thanks to God’s protection” or calls citizens for prayers for a positive solution to the public 
crisis (Flooding, 2019), casual irrationality becomes sanctioned as a legitimate way of thinking.

Banal irrationality is refl ected in the anti-scientifi c or anti-rational statements presented as 
part of naturalised, unquestionable knowledge of the world. It is being used as an element of the 
identity statements or self-presentation of individuals or groups. There are such types of behaviours 
here as bragging (refl exive among many so-called humanists) about the complete ignorance of 
exact sciences as if it were something positive. Or, the publicly told school anecdotes about the 
stupidity or incompetence of ones’ own (remembered) professors and teachers. More serious 
symptoms of banal irrationality are: framing the relations between society and intellectuals in 
terms of confl ict and isolation (e.g. questioning the need to spend on education when “children 
have nothing to eat”), undermining the sense of basic and theoretical (not-monetisable) research, 
or simply the contemptuous or abusive terms towards scientists and intellectuals (in colloquial 
Polish, for example, wykształciuch = smarty-pants, łże elita = fabricated elite). An expression of 
banal irrationality, which is easy to overlook, is also a reference to “common sense” and common 
knowledge when designing and implementing solutions in various spheres of social life, even 
though the useful research-based knowledge is available.

Different Styles, Unity of Framing
In a nutshell, in the communication of individuals and organizations undermining the rational 
modern science, four conceptualisms of distrust are intertwined: towards science as a form of 
cognition, specifi c scientifi c paradigms, scientists and educators, and institutions. The mistrust is 
associated with the propagation of alternative ways of cognition and with the manifestations of 
the lack of confi dence in virtually all institutions of public life. These four kinds of distrust can 
be expressed with the use of scientifi c, religious, national or populist-tabloid style and rhetoric. 
All types of attitudes and arguments, as well as all styles, were identifi ed in all three researched 
areas of anti-scientifi c internet. A higher frequency of quasi-scientifi c and populist style could 
be observed in the communication of the anti-vaxxers, while the quasi-scientifi c and nationalist 
style – in the communication of supporters of turboslavism. In the communication of the fl at-
-earthers, the populist and religious styles were the most frequent, their choice dependent on 
the sources of the discourse (alternative views on the structure of the universe may stem from 
religious or anti-religious premises; religious and anti-religious fl at-earthers would rather not 
mingle and are frequently actively confl icted). This cursory quantitative assessment does not 
take the form of detailed calculations here because its statistically reliable corroboration would 
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require more advanced research of larger samples, concerning the vocabulary, rhetoric, imaging, 
and valuation in the analysed discourses.

These studies will be necessary because of the signifi cance of the problem. The media 
are not only a source of irrational discourses but also provide space for the dissemination of 
irrationality to various collective entities. They not only spread anti-science but also help its 
instrumentalisation for various political purposes. At the moment, both the destruction of trust in 
science and the defence of its value and meaning are taking place in the media. Media scholars 
must join this defence. 
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