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ABSTRACT
The aim of this article is to analyze the role of visual and auditory elements in fabricated multimodal 
messages concerning political topics, and to examine their impact on audience attractiveness and 
perception. The study focuses on the communication preferences of Facebook group users in 
the context of the Polish parliamentary elections of 2023. Methodology: The study employs a 
cognitive-media approach to better understand the mechanisms through which content infl uences 
audiences. An online survey enriched with elements of a social experiment was conducted. This 
method allowed for the identifi cation of visual and auditory elements in fabricated messages. 
Results and conclusions: The analysis revealed that video content on TikTok was perceived as 
the most engaging form of communication. The fi ndings highlight signifi cant communication 
preferences that can inform the design of political messages. Additionally, differences in the 
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perception of content based on its format were identifi ed. Cognitive value: The article contributes 
to understanding the infl uence of visual and auditory elements on the reception of fabricated 
messages. The results may be valuable for media researchers, particularly in the context of 
communication strategies during election campaigns.
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