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ABSTRACT

Research aim: The aim of this article is to examine the origins of the authoritarian media
system in post-communist Europe, the stages of its development, its current condition, and
the prospects for possible change. Research method: The analysis is grounded in Dobek-
-Ostrowska’s concept of four media system models in Central and Eastern Europe that
emerged after 1989: the hybrid-liberal model, the politicised media model, the media in
(continuous) transition model, and the authoritarian model. Results and conclusions: The
study employs a comparative analysis based on current statistical data and international
rankings, including the Democracy Index and the Reporters Without Borders Press
Freedom Index. The research focuses on the media systems of Russia and Belarus,
two authoritarian European states that emerged following the collapse of the Soviet
Union in 1991. Particular attention is devoted to the period of consolidation of the new
political order after the dissolution of the principal political actor of the previous regime,
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. In this phase, the privileged position of the
communist party was replaced by that of a political leader (the president), who rapidly
transformed his leadership into a form of dictatorship. In Belarus, this process began with
the rise to power of Alexander Lukashenko in 1994, and in Russia with Vladimir Putin’s
accession to power in 2000, both of which marked the consolidation of authoritarian rule.
Independent and free media outlets were gradually eliminated, and journalists opposing
the political regime were removed. The media became subordinated to political leaders,
oligarchs, and business elites. The symbiosis of business and politics, which emerged
during Boris Yeltsin’s presidency, became a defining feature of the Russian media system
under Putin’s rule. Cognitive value: The article also seeks to identify key similarities
and differences between media systems operating under communist and authoritarian
regimes, including the presence of elements of state ideology, narratives of great-power

Studia Medioznawcze 2026, Vol. 27, No. 1 (104), pp. 13-28 https://mediastudies.eu



Bogustawa Dobek-Ostrowska e Autorytarne systemy medialne we wspélczesnej Europie... 29

status, the role of security structures within the system, mechanisms of citizen control, the
subordination of mass media, and the elimination of independent journalists. This study
constitutes one of the first comparative analyses of authoritarian media systems in post-
Soviet European dictatorships.
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