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ABSTRACT

Objective: The aim of this article is to reconstruct the process through which the blueprint
for a future media system in Poland was developed during the Round Table negotiations in
1989 and to demonstrate that one of the key points of contention in this process concerned
television, its institutional model and its role within the “new information order”. The
research questions address the reasons behind the differing perceptions of the future role
of television held by representatives of the then-governing authorities and the opposition,
as well as the manner in which this dispute was ultimately resolved. Research Methods:
The study was conducted from a historical-systemic perspective commonly employed in
research on media systems undergoing transformation. The research draws on functional
analysis to examine television as an element of the media system and applies source
criticism to the transcripts of meetings of the Subcommittee for Mass Media, which
operated as one of the expert bodies of the Round Table negotiations, as well as to the
document summarising the outcomes of its work. Results and Conclusions: The plan for
constructing a democratic media system developed during the Round Table negotiations
(referred to by its authors as the “new information order”) ultimately took the form
of a compromise between the government and the opposition. It involved introducing
democratic and free-market principles to the press market in exchange for maintaining
radio and television within the existing monopolistic legal and institutional framework.
The only modifications concerned expanding the pluralism of viewpoints in the
programme offerings of Polish Radio and Polish Television. Cognitive Value: The article
is based on a unique historical source: the transcripts of the meetings of the Subcommittee
for Mass Media and the report summarising its work, which formed part of the Round
Table Agreements and later became one of the foundations for the development of the
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contemporary Polish media system. The analysis of the negotiation process leading to the
final arrangements demonstrates that, for those in power, the crucial and non-negotiable
issue was maintaining television under full governmental control. This position stemmed
from the belief that television constitutes an indispensable instrument of political power.
This conviction significantly influenced the subsequent trajectory of Polish Television, as
it proved to be more or less openly shared in the following years by various actors on the
Polish political scene.
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