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Abstract
The system of financing public service media in Poland has, for many years, been cha-
racterised by increasing dysfunctionality. The traditional licence fee model, which con-
stituted the foundation of public radio and television financing after 1989, has gradually 
eroded both economically and socially. Declining collection rates, the expansion of statu-
tory exemptions, and the delegitimisation of the licence fee in public debate have led to 
a situation in which revenues from this source no longer provide a stable and predictable 
basis for funding the public service remit. Consequently, the financial burden has been 
increasingly shifted towards resources derived from the state budget. The aim of this ar-
ticle is to analyse the financing of public service media in Poland in the context of the 
ongoing erosion of the licence fee model, with particular reference to the reform proposal 
presented on 5 December 2025. The paper focuses on the empirical dimension of syste-
mic changes, drawing on data concerning licence fee revenues, budgetary compensations, 
and the funding structure of Telewizja Polska S.A. (Polish Television) and Polskie Radio 
S.A. (Polish Radio). The analysis seeks to assess whether the proposed reform constitutes  
a qualitative shift leading to greater financial stability of public service media, or whether 
it merely formalises arrangements that have hitherto functioned in an ad hoc and discretio-
nary manner.
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